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PORIRUA FESTIVAL THE CHANCE TO SHOW -OFF TO A HOME 
CROWD 
 

 
 
 
Titahi Bay performer Tia Minnoch-Singh is thrilled to finally show-off her band to a 
home audience at this year’s Festival of the Elements. 
 
It’s the first time SIRENZ have played in Porirua City since the band was created by Tia 
two years ago. 
 
The dynamic group of three women and four-piece backing band showcases kiwi music 
and describe their performance as totally live and different every time. 
 
SIRENZ is part of a strong line-up of headline acts at this year’s Waitangi Day Festival 
of the Elements, which includes the internationally acclaimed Musical Island Boys, 
virtuoso violinist Elena and TV singing sensation Ben Hazlewood. 
 
They will rock the festival into the night before it concludes with a spectacular fireworks 
display. 
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The festival is now in its 15th year and has become one of New Zealand’s biggest 
Waitangi Day celebrations; attracting 30,000 people last year. 
 
It is a day-long, free celebration of art and music involving more than 1000 performers 
across four closely-linked venues.  
 
At Te Rauparaha Park there will be non-stop entertainment on a main stage hosted by 
Gary McCormick, plus a range of quirky events and competitions on the park, alongside 
funfair rides and food and craft stalls.  
 
At Pataka artists will be demonstrating their skills, while in two venues musicians and 
performers will entertain. 
 
It’s the kids’ turn next door at the Porirua Recreation Centre, where the Kapi Mana Art 
Action! lays on a full-day of entertainment and workshops. 
 
And across the road at Elsdon Park the New Zealand Kite Flyers Association will be 
showing off their giant kites. 
 
Tia is excited by the chance to finally perform to her home crowd.  
 
“For about the past 18 months we’ve mainly been playing the South Island, and have 
made quite a hit in Blenheim. But we really want to lift our local profile… I’m really 
proud of what we do and really proud of Porirua, so to combine the two is great.” 

The SIRENZ trio are Tia, Monique Bradley, Johanna Hogendoorn. All are professional 
musicians and performers with a theatre background.   

Tia says that means their show is more than just music; it’s a whole performance piece 
based around classic, iconic Kiwi music that will include pieces by Ardijah, Split Enz, 
Dave Dobbyn and Dragon. 

“With three female vocalists the harmonies and arrangements are quite unique in terms of 
the sound we generate. And it’s a show that’s really entertaining.” 

Tia struck on the idea for the group two years ago, auditioned singers and created 
SIRENZ. 

“I was inspired with the idea to create a show that would ignite the nostalgic memories 
and stories New Zealand people have. Personally, I can see how kiwi music has helped to 
shape my culture, my pride and appreciation for living in Aotearoa, New Zealand. I 
imagine that kiwi music continues to be an influence that binds people together.” 
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The future’s looking bright for this dynamic trio, but they’ll have to learn to juggle 
parenthood with music. Tia is already a mum, and guitarist and producer Steve Morrison 
has four girls, but now singer Johanna is due to give birth to her first child this month.  

For more information call 2007 Festival of the Elements coordinator Margaret Armour 
027 224 5670. 
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