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        January 14, 2007 
 
MUSICAL ISLAND BOYS SHOW WINNING STYLE AT FESTIVAL 
OF THE ELEMENTS  
 

 
 
The internationally acclaimed Musical Island Boy will be performing their award 
winning songs at this year’s Festival of the Elements in Porirua City. 
 
The quartet of Jeff and William Hunkin, Lusa Washburn and Matthew Gifford are one of 
the headline acts, which will rock the festival into the night on February 6.  
 
Last year the Musical Island Boys, who met at Tawa College, became the first non-
American group to win the under-25 International Collegiate Barbershop Quartet 
Championships, in Indianapolis. 
 
They will join funky, virtuoso violinist Elena, TV singing sensation Ben Hazlewood and 
kiwi music trio SIRENZ on stage at Te Rauparaha Park, before the festival concludes 
with a spectacular fireworks display. 
 
The festival is now in its 15th year and has become one of New Zealand’s biggest 
Waitangi Day celebrations; attracting 30,000 people last year. 
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It is a day-long, free celebration of art and music involving more than 1000 performers 
across four closely-linked venues.  
 
At Te Rauparaha Park there will be non-stop entertainment on a main stage hosted by 
Gary McCormick, plus a range of quirky events and competitions on the park, alongside 
funfair rides and food and craft stalls.  
 
Nearby at Pataka Museum and Gallery artists will be demonstrating their skills and 
musicians and performers will entertain in three venues. 
 
It’s the kids’ turn next door at the Porirua Recreation Centre, where the Kapi Mana Art 
Action! lays on a full-day of entertainment and workshops. 
 
And across the road at Elsdon Park the New Zealand Kite Flyers Association will be 
showing off their giant kites. 
 
The Musical Island Boy’s musical director Charlotte Murray says the quartet’s festival 
performance will include the two songs, ‘Darktown Strutters Ball’ and ‘Come Fly With 
Us’, that won them the international award in America. 
 
And she says the festival crowd are in for a treat. She finds audiences really react to the 
barbershop sound, particularly when the chords ring out to create a huge dynamic sound. 
And the guys are great performers. “They really engage with an audience and they give a 
lot to an audience. They can really connect.” 
 
Charlotte says the international win is a testament to the Musical Island Boys’ talent and 
hard work.  
 
“To get to the level they’re at they’ve had to work really hard. You can’t rely on talent 
alone to win an international competition.” 
 
Charlotte says the Musical Island Boys have developed a huge following over the years, 
particularly among school students. 
 
“School kids love them. They look up to them.” 
 
And she says they couldn’t have better role models. The four performers are hard-
working achievers who give a lot of themselves personally and professionally. “And they 
have strong values.” 

The four will return to take part in the International Convention again this year, but this 
time they will compete in the chorus section as members of Vocal FX, New Zealand's 
champion barbershop chorus. They will also perform as a quartet in the previous-winners 
show.  
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They are now all studying at Victoria University, so they’ve eased back their 
performance schedule to allow some study time, says Charlotte. 

Charlotte is renowned as one of the finest barbershop directors and coaches in New 
Zealand. She has directed barbershop at Tawa College for a number of years. She also 
directs the national champion chorus Vocal FX.  

For more information call 2007 Festival of the Elements coordinator Margaret Armour 
027 224 5670. 
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