
 
The Festival of Elements is an event arranged and managed by the  

Porirua Community Arts Council (Inc) 
PO Box 52 011, PORIRUA CITY  

 

 

 
 
FESTIVAL OF THE ELEMENTS 

WAITANGI DAY 
6 February 2007 

Te Rauparaha Park 
 

 

N E W S  I T E M  
 
KAPI-MANA NEWS ART ACTION  
 
Porirua’s Festival of the Elements, held annually on Waitangi Day, celebrates cultural 
diversity made possible by the Treaty of Waitangi and within it the Kapi-Mana News Art 
Action! provides an opportunity for children to participate. 
   
Born in 2006, the Kapi-Mana News Art Action! provides no-cost arts related workshops 
and physical activities, with the specific purpose of giving under 13’s and their 
caregivers, a way to express their own creativity and to participate in the day’s festivities.  
  
“Kapi-Mana News makes this fantastic programme possible and we are very grateful,” 
says the coordinator Sue Garden-Bachop.  “2007 is the second year they’ve come to the 
party with sponsorship and it’s absolutely fantastic.  They provide such a great day out 
for kids.  This year the workshops and activities were enjoyed by over 1500 children.”  
    
A free children’s programme has been part of the Festival of the Elements vision, since 
its conception 15 years ago.  Over the years ‘littlies’ have delighted in puppets and 
storytellers, but none compare to the mammoth and exciting Kapi Mana News Art 
Action! 
   
Professional carver Aaron Frater conducted a Stone Carving workshop at the Kapi-Mana 
News Art Action! 2006, and says all the children were very enthusiastic.  “I think Stone 
Carving is not something widely practised in schools, so it was very new and exciting for 
them.”  
 
Further comments about the 2006 Kapi Mana Art Action! come via Connor, 7, who was 
overheard saying he wanted to stay for the whole day and Georgia, 9, who proclaimed 
her love for the trampoline and ceramics workshop.   
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As this year, next years ‘action’ takes place inside the Porirua Recreation Centre (next to 
the Aquatic Centre) between 11am and 4pm. In the midst of the all this creativity and 
physical-activity, a performers’ stage will again feature ongoing entertainment based 
around music and dance. 
 
“This year the Kapi-Mana News Art Action! honours the element of fire,” says Sue.  “So 
it’s guaranteed we’ll have something to set everyone alight.”  
 
Sue confirms that all the workshops and activities are still free of charge and points out 
that the Recreation Centre can be a great place to get out of the sun during the middle of 
the day.   
 
“We’ve lined up a few of this years favourites for a come back,” she says.  “Balloon 
making, cartoon drawing and kindy gym will all be there for kids to experience. In 
addition there will be some totally new activities and workshops including funky hair and 
fencing.”   
 
The Hutt Valley Fencing Club has undertaken to give any and everyone a crash course in 
fencing - complete with foam swords for the under 10’s - and plastic masks for all 
participants.  But even the over 10’s won’t be using the real McCoy, because while the 
‘swords’ may look real, inside they’re only plastic.   
 
“That’s the other great thing about Kapi-Mana News Art Action!” says Sue. “Everyone 
involved is very safety conscious.  Even our ‘headline activity’, a 7 metre high rock 
climbing wall from Hangdog, comes complete with harnesses and instructors.”   
            
Under 8’s require parental supervision at the Kapi-Mana News Art Action! and some 
workshops may allow bookings in advance, so keep on eye on the Kapi-Mana News for 
any announcements.   
 
Volunteers are also being sought to help with supervision and assistance - anyone 
interested should call Sue Garden-Bachop on 027 405 2601.     
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